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Dear Parents,

New buildings:

After many years of putting up with the poor quality of some of our ‘mobile’ classrooms, and continual
lobbying of Devon County Council, by Governors and senior staff, I am very pleased to be able to tell
you that three of the worst of them are likely to be replaced. The proposal is to demolish and remove
classes 8,9 and 10 (Lapwings, Bitterns and Skylarks) and replace them with a single three classroom
unit, to include toilets and disabled access. Each classroom will be larger than the current and will
conform to the up-to-date specifications.

However, the new buildings have not yet been granted planning approval and until they are, it is not
absolutely certain that they will be built.

The downside is that there will be considerable disruption on the school site while the building is going
ahead, because estimated completion date is early to mid October. We are trying to plan for this
disruption by thinking about safe and healthy alternative accommodation, play spaces and access and
will let you all know the arrangements as soon as we have finalised them with the contractors.

Once the new buildings are in place, we can make good use of the old pool site, and possibly improve
access to the school. If you have any suggestions, please pass them in to Reception or email:

govs.stmarys@gmail.com

Car Parking:
A number of you have raised concerns about the attitude of drivers collecting children from school,

both in the car park and on the road, we realise that everyone has busy lives and there is sometimes
the need to get away quickly from school. It is important to remember that there are 350 children in
the area, not all of them moving predictably. Could you all please think carefully about where you park
and how you drive around the school. Although waiting for the children to cross the road can seem an
eternity, please be patient to avoid a child being injured, and respect the instructions of the crossing
patrol.

Changes to the cleaning, caretaking and school meals service:

Devon Norse has now taken over the cleaning and caretaking from DCC, and take over the catering in
September. Although all the personnel have stayed the same, we are now working to a different
contract. We will monitor how this works over the next 6 months, and would welcome feedback on how
the service can be improved. We will be consulting with the whole school community next term with a
focus on the school meals service.

The Governors would like to thank Mr. Fancourt for his hard work as Headteacher, and wish him all
the best for the future. Mr. Hope would also like to thank all the Governors for their continued hard
work this year. If any of you feel that you would like to contribute, there will be an election for a new
Parent Governor in the Autumn Term.

We hope you all have a restful and enjoyable summer holiday and look forward to the new school year
from September.

Yours sincerely,

Jerry Hope - Chair of Governors.
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